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I.—Forerian Poutr''ics. 


THe Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 3rd December is sorry that Dancssatranat axp 


ii England is trying to find an opportunity to pick a 
Pr ee pa with ‘the Sultan of ‘oles, a. belne the 
Protector of the holy shrines of the Muhammadans 
in Mecca and Medina, is regarded by Muhammadans all over the world as 
presiding over their spiritual well-being. The defamatory speeches of Mr. 
Gladstone, and the writings of the English press against the Sultan, have 
given the Muhammadans of India ample reason to think that England will, in 
utter Ty og of the feelings of her Muhammadan subjects in India, wage a 
war with the Sultan some day or other. The English press made a mountain 
of a molehill in dealing with the so-called Armenian atrocities, and induced 
the European Christians to protest against the Sultan’s treatment of his 
Christian subjects. It is only in consequence of the folly and indifference of 
the Musalmans that the Christian Powers have been able to go so far against 
the Sultan. Ifthe Musalmans had ina body protested against the attitude 
taken up by the Christians of Europe towards the Sultan, the matter would have 
been nipped in the bud. The Musalmans ought to be ashamed of their conduct 
in having kept themselves silent when their Sultan was being blasphemed by 
the Christians of Europe. 


II—Home ApMINIsTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


2. The Charu Mihir of the 30th November says that in the fresh case of 
The Mymensingh police in q OUtrage upon female modesty which has occurred 


fresh case of outrage upon female In the Jamalpur subdivision of the Mymensingh 
modesty. district, though the Subdivisional Officer instructed 
_ the police to make a careful investigation, the police sent up only one of the 
accused, Nandalal Sutradhar, and reported that the other accused persons, 
namely, Jaynath Sutradhar, Iswar Chandra Sutradhar, Ayatulla Shaikh, Karim 
Shaikh, Janu Shaikh, and Naim Shaikh, had all absconded. But on the day of 
the hearing of the case, a relative of the outraged girl submitted a petition to 
the effect that on the night of the 10th November last, only two days before 
the hearing, which was fixed for the 12th November, all those accused persons 
who had not been arrested had attacked the petitioner’s house, and had again 
forcibly taken away the girl, and hidden her in some place not known to her 
relatives. Ifthe incident related in the petition really happened, it is clear 
that the accused persons had all along remained in their houses, and had not 
been arrested by the police through its own remissness or carelessness. The 
Jamalpur police is, in fact, perfectly worthless. The District Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh, are requested to depute 
Babu Pran Nath Basu, the honest and upright Inspector of the Sadar thana, to 
investigate the case. It is the worthlessness of the police which is the cause 
of the prevalence of this class of crimes in the district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


3. A correspondent of the Vikrampur of the 3rd December complains that 

A complaint against the Deputy the Deputy Magistrate of Munshiganj, in the Dacca 

Magistrate of Munshiganj in the district, does not cause a programme of his tour to 

Dacoa district. be stuck up in some conspicuous place in his 
Sadar court house. This causes serious inconvenience to parties. 

4. The Samay of the 4th December complains of the conduct of an 
Honorary Magistrate who is in the habit of having 
goalas prosecuted for not taking out licenses for 
cowsheds, and making them pay the fee of the serving peon, amounting to 8 
annas, even when their guilt is not proved and they are consequently acquitted. 
Honorary Magistrates should be more carefully chosen than they aro at 
present. 


The Honorary Magistrates. 


Urpvu GuImpDe, 
Dec. 8rd, 1896. 


7 


CHarv MIBHIR, 
Nov. 30th, 1896. 


VIKRAMPOR, 
Dec. ord, 1896. 


SaMaYy 
Dec. 4th, 1896 


ae ee 


Hrravabi, : 
Deo, 4th, 1896, 
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5. The Aitavadi of the 4th December observes as follows :— 
— Pa Mr. Weston’s proceedin 7 the case against 
eee us have surprised many people. Our readers will see 
— | agen from viet fellows se vary kind Mr. Weston hag 
been to us from the very beginning. Firstly, for his proclamation. It is only 
where a Magistrate has sufficient proof of the absconding of an accused person 
that he is justified in issuing a proclamation under section 87 of the Code of 
Oriminal Procedure. No one possessing common sense or a knowledge of the 
law can consider the mere report of a police officer that an accused person has 
absconded a sufficient proof of that fact. Mr. Weston has passed the Civil 
Service examination, and is performing magisterial functions in this country. 
How can we then say that he possesses no common sense or that he has no 
knowledge of the law? It was surely our ill-luck that he thought that we had 
absconded. | 

Then as regards the warrant for attachment of property. It was a dread- 

ful thing, this taking of action, under sections 87 and 88 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, at one and the same time. Even where there is evidence of 
the absconding of an accused person, it is only a proclamation under section 87 
that is first issued, and if the accused does not appear within the prescribed 
time, then, and then only, is a warrant issued, under section 88, for attachment 
of property. Unfortunately for us, Mr. Weston had not the patience to wait. 
He issued a proclamation and a warrant for attachment of property at one and 
the same time, But the Presidency Magistrate could not quite enter into the 
spirit of Mr. Weston’s procedure. He therefore only issued the proclamation 
without executing the warrant for attachment of we py at the same time. 

When these proceedings had been published in the newspapers, some 

friend of either Mr. Shirreff or Mr. Weston addressed an anonymous postcard 
to the latter, stating that our whereabouts were known. It was on the strength 
of this postcard that Mr. Weston issued a second warrant against us. 

Then as regards the trial. Those who know the very A BC of law are 

aware that a Magistrate is bound to postpone a case where the accused makes a 

rayer for postponement under section 526A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
Was Mr. Weston ignorant of this well-known fact, or did his seeing us irritate 
him out of his senses, that he refused to grant our prayer under that. section? 
The plaintiff’s pleader was present in Court, and it was for him to put questions 
to his client in this case. But Mr. Weston was so impatient that he himself 
began to question the plaintiff. Seeing the beardless Magistrate behaving in 
this way, we could not help feeling that if he had been a kazi under Musalman 
rule, he would have at once ae on us a sentence of decapitation or of impri- 
sonment, But fortunately for us, and unfortunately for Mr. Weston, this is 
British rule, and he is a Pighionte sitting in a British law-court. He could not 
therefore do any mischief. 

Now for Mr. Weston’s order. Mr. Weston refused our prayer under section 
526A, and proceeded with the case. But when the plaintiff’s pleader asked for 
postponement, on the ground that all his witnesses were not present, the Magis- 
trate granted a ag, oag-wuyi at his request, This Mr. Weston should have written 
in his order. But he has not done this. He is an Englishman, a Civilian, the 
ruler of a subdivision! Did it become him to conceal a fact? We will express 
no opinion here about Mr. Weston’s sense of justice, impartiality or courage, 
but his proceedings may give rise to many suspicions in many minds. We 
are sorry that Mr. Weston has not stated, in his order, at whose request he 


peeve the postponement; for if he had, he would have been taught a severer 
esson. 


The Magistrate’s order is as follows: ~— 


30-] l -96. 


“Complainant and six witnesses present. Accused files a petition praying 
for six weeks’ adjournment to allow him time to make an application to the High 
Court for transfer of the case. I therefore adjourn the case to the 14th Janu- 


ary 1897. Accused to give bail Rs. 1,000 and witnesses personal izance 
Rs. 10, to appear on that date. " es 


D. Weston.” 
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in conclusion, we cannot help acknowledging the offer of assistance which 
was spontaneously made to us by the pleaders and mukhtars of Meherpur. 


(d)—LEducatton. 


6. The Bihar Bandhu of the ye: November a ag of the neglect of Suman Banvuv, 
os i rimary education in Bihar by the educational ov. 28h, 189, 
eo suthoeltion , and says that oink it the text-books © 
which have been adopted for the primary course on the recommendaticn of the 
Text Book Committee are not. worth reading, and ought to be replaced by 
better text-books. 
7. The Sanjivant of the 5th December is glad to understand that the — saxsvani, 
Provision for agricultural eda- leutenant-Governor has ordered the opening of an Dee. 5th, 1896. 
cation in the Sibpur Kngincering agricultural department in connection with the 
College. Sibpur Engineering College, and has sanctioned 
Rs. 18,000 a year for its maintenance. His Honour has also ordered that the 
Director of Agriculture should henceforth devote his attention more to the im- 
rovement of agriculture than to the maintenance of land records, The 
anagers of estates under the Cou:t of Wards should, it is also the desire of: 
Sir Alexander Muckenzie, introduce agricultural improvement into them, failing 
which they should be declared unfit for their work, In these times of keen 
struggle for existence new paths should be opened to agriculture, arts and 
commerce, and the Lieutenant-Governor has done immense benefit to the 
a by opening arts and agricultural departments in connection with the 
ibpur Engineering College. 
8. The Hinds Bangavasi of the 7th December says that from Sir Alexan- givpr panaavast, 
ie der Mackenzie’s Duff College speech one canrightly _ Deo. 7th, 1898. 
Coleg — * Duff infer that his administrative policy will be the same 
as that of his predecessor, Sir Charles Elliott. In 
the course of that speech His Honour said that there were many in India who, 
though they had not publicly declared themselves to be Christians, are yet 
thorough Christians at heart. A speech containing such a statement might be 
expected from a Christian clergyman, but not from an administrator of a 
province. a , 
9 The Hitaishi of the 8th December writes as follows :— reed 
| ; According to a correspondent of the Bengalee pec. sth, 1806. 
BBP scurry schools in the newspaper, Mr. Westmacott has instructed the 
Magistrate of Nadia to issue, as Chairman of the 
District Board, a notice to the Secretaries of all middle schools in the district, 
informing them that the grants to their schools will be henceforward discon- 
tinued. Mr. Westmacott has also asked the District Magistrate to induce the 
Board to set apart a portion of the income from pounds and ferries, which 
was so long devoted exclusively to the promotion of primary education, for 
medical purposes, and also to take Rs. 3,179 out of the grant for middle schools 
for the same purpose. Mr. Maxwell, the Officiating District Magistrate, follow- 
ing the policy laid down by his superior, has informed the Deputy Inspector of 
Schools that a further amount of Rs. 3,000 will be taken away from the sanc- 
tioned expenditure on middle schools for purposes of famine relief. The total 
grant to middle schools was Rs. 9,000 only. [f Ks. 6,179 is taken out of this 
sum there will remain only Rs. 2,821 to maintain 42 middle schools in the dis- 
trict for one year. It is certain, therefore, that these schools, which have been 
maintained by Government for the last quarter of a century, will cease to exist. 
It was thought that Government was the enemy of high education alone. But 
it now appears that it is determined to strike a blow at the very root of the edu- 
cational progress of the people. It is hard to believe that Sir Alexander Mac- 
kenzie will approve of Mr, Westmacott’s action. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminstration. 
10. The Sahachar of the 2nd December thus criticises the Lieutenant-Gov- = sanaomar, 


ernor’s Palmer’s Bridge speech. ee Dec, 2nd, 18%. 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s Pal- Considering his object, we are not inclined to find 
ee ee much fault with His Honour for censuring the Com- 


missioners. But we would humbly ask him if it would not have been better for 


ee oe ae 
> eS i Ee pistons Aaa OS 9 ainitiiiais 
‘igo On Cay ae 


Sunasa DaINIK, 
Dec. 3rd, 1896, 
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him, in judging of the Commissioners, to take their intentions into consideration. 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is a wise and experienced ruler. He can be easily 


made to see how unkind he was tothe Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta that 
day. Let him only remember that twenty or twenty-five years back Calcutta was 
one extensive hell, exhaling stench from every one of its nerves and arteries. 
To go out of Calcutta then was as great a relief as it must be to go to heaven out 
of hell. Compare the Calcutta of those days with the Calcutta of to-day, and 
the contrast will be striking. Now, has not this change been brought about by 
the elected Commissioners? If so, is it difficult to believe that a body which has 
already done so much for the improvement of Calcutta will, in course of time, 
do still more? If the Lieutenant-Governor can believe this, he should not have 
made those reflections. When, on the Lieutenant-Governor’s own admission, 
the Commissioners have creditably discharged their duties in the matter of 
water-supply and drainage, how can it be thought that they have wilfully neg- 
lected their duty only as regards the scavenging of the town? At any rate, the 
Lieutenant-Governor should have considered what the Commissioners might 
have had to say in their own defence before publicly rebuking them. TheCom- 
missioners say that the blame which has been cast upon them should have been 
cast upon the executive. Their efforts at bustee improvement have been opposed 
by their Chaisman. The Health Officer, when he 1s asked to look to the scaven- 
ging of the town, says that it is not his duty to do that, and yet he opposes eve 
proposal that is made for separating the Scavenging Department from the Healt 
Department, and placing it under the Engineer. ‘The fact is that if the Com- 
missioners deserve blame for any neglect of duty, the executive deserve it no 
less. 


It is, indeed, a matter of regret that though the Commissioners have 


- worked hard and ungrudgingly in the cause of the Municipality, they have 


failed to satisfy the Lieutenant-Governor. They might well feel pained at the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s censure. But they have acted wisely and in a praise- 
worthy manner by not resigning in abody, And they will do well to avoid 
the mistake of making the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech the subject of 
discussion at any meeting of the Municipality. A ruler should not be found 
fault with in the presence of his subjects. Itis not desirable that a breach 
should be created between the Lieutenant-Governor and the Calcutta Muni- 


cipality. 

His Honour should, on his part, take up a milder attitude towards the 
Commissioners. He must have perceived by this time that in going to dis- 
charge what he considered a duty, he went further than he ought to have gone, 
and that he did not act rightly in remonstrating with the Commissioners. Let 
him, therefore, withdraw all the objectionable remarks he made, and he will 
a himself nobler and more magnanimous than he will be otherwise thought 
to be. 

11. The Sulabh Dainik of the 3rd December thus comments upon 
Mr. Risley’s letter to the Medical Board :— 
As we have already said, it was in a moment of 


excitement that the Lieutenant-Governor unjustly 
abused the Calcutta Municipality. Sir Alexander Mackenzie does not hate 


Bengal and the Bengalis, as Sir Charles Elliott used to do. With all his faults 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie is not, and cannot be, a Sir Charles Elliott. He may 
now and then show a sour temper, but he will nevertheless stand the people in 
ane stead, In his letter to the Medical Board, Mr. Risley writes that in his 
almer’s Bridge speech the Lieutenant-Governor did not hold the Municipal 
Commissioners alone responsible for the insanitary condition of Calcutta. His 
Honour only meant to stir up the Commissioners and infuse new enthusiasm into 
them. ‘This is certainly gratifying tous. It is no doubt true that the tone of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech was very sharp. It led us to think that it 
was simply out of sympathy with his countryman, Dr. Simpson, that he took 
the Commissioners to task. But now that His Honour himself says that he was 
not actuated by anything but an honest intention, the Commissioners should 
forgive and forget, and make up their quarrel with the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Most of the Commissioners are for reconciliation, and the few that are showing 
extraordinary ingenuity by their attempt to give the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
speech a different meaning from that which was in His Honour’s mind should 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s letter 
to the Medical Board. 
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better give up that task. Although the Lieutenant-Governor could have 
pitched his speech in a lower key, we must confess that he was quite justified if 
e meant to stir up the Commissioners and make them more mindful of their 
duty. 
"12. The Bharat Mitra of the 3rd December advises the public not to 
take offence at the speech which was delivered by 
Sir Alexender Mackenzie at the opening of the 
new drainage works in Calcutta. His Honour has 
never spoken unfavourably of the Indian people, and has given the public 
iin that he is in sympathy with them. His Honour’s severe reproof of the 
unicipal Commissioners did not come of any motive hostile to the public 
welfare, but was simply the result of a momentary impulse. 


13. The Hitavadi of the 4th December says:— 


Of the statements made by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in his Palmer’s Bridge speech, some are 
irrational, others are unfounded, others again are 
biased, while some are characterised by all these faults. If his charges against 
the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality are minutely examined, it will 
become clear that he is not sufficiently cognisant of facts. 


The counts of His Honour’s indictment against the Commissioners are as 
follows :— 


(1) They waste time by speaking for the sake of speech ; 
(2) Many of them have no individual stake in the town ; 
_ (3) They show too much tenderness in dealing with private interests ; 
| i They are not content to leave the management of affairs to the 
executive ; 
(5) i: levy only 19} per cent. on the annual valuation as tax, although 
the law empowers them to levy up to 232 per cent. 


As for the first charge, His Honour would not probably have ventured to 
wound public feeling by making it, if he had been aware of the amount of work 
which is got through at a single municipal meeting. The Bengalee newspaper, 
which has a special knowledge of these matters, says that a municipal meeting 
does not ordinarily sit for more than an hour and-a-half, and that in this short 
space of time nearly 50 different matters are decided, thus allowing not more 
than two minutes to each business. Is the Lieutenant-Governor prepared to 
deny this? We fear His Honour has been misled.on this point by some interest- 
ed n who has no respect for truth. Not so misled, a man like His Honour 
could not have made such an unfounded charge. If His Honour has been 
really misled on this pot, why not say so nobly and plainly? Again, no 
matter can be decided without speaking, and no people in the world are in the 
habit of counting words as they speak. Must the Comwmissioners then be charged 
with speech-making if there is a little too much speaking at any particular 
meeting? Js this the Commissioners’ reward for the hard labour they undergo, 
often at the sacrifice of their private business ? 

As for the second charge, how does His Honour know that many Commis- 
sioners have no individual stake inthe town? Domen waste their.time for the 
sake of a thing for which they do not care? Have the Commissioners ever been 
found inattentive to any matter which required their attention? Will the 
dignity of His Honour’s office be maintained if he makes unfounded charges? 
As for the third charge, it is a question whether it is really a fault to be 
tender about the private interests of rate-payers. We for ourselves cannot 
understand how it can be just or proper to disregard the rights and the conve- 
nience or inconvenience of those with whose money the town is adorned. No 
Commissioner has any tenderness for private interests where they clash with the 
interests of the town at large. Itisa duty of the Commissioners to respect 
private interests so far as they can be respected without detriment to the health 
of the town. They are ra‘her to blame that they donot do so in many cases. No 
one ever dreamt that they would ever hear the Commissioners blamed by the 
Lieutenant-(Jovernor for their tenderness for private interests. 

As for the fourth charge, that relating to the percentage of taxation, 
it must be said that the rate-payers are unable to bear even their present bur- 
den. His Honour would not only have the Commissioners raise the tax to 233 
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er cent., but he would also have them impose new taxes, if necessary. Is this 
His Honour’s affection for the rate-payers? No one ever thought that His 
Honour would, all on a sudden, forget himself so much. ae 
As for the fifth charge, namely, jealously of executive control, it is much to 
be doubted whether it is true. Can His Honour point out that the Commission- 
ers have ever opposed any principal municipal officer except Dr. Simpson? It 
is not the Commissioners alone whe disapproved of Dr. Simpson’s action. The 
Medical Board and the public too condemned it. ee 
Everybody in the meeting saw that the Lieutenant-Governor’s object in 
making that speech was to make out a plea for Dr. Simpson. No one ever 
expected such a one-sided view from His Honour, and his speech therefore 
grieved and surprised everybody. We have often said that many localities in 
the town require to be improved. But who is responsible for this—the Health 
Officer or the Commissioners? Is it not for looking to these things that the 
Health Officer receives his monthly salary? ‘The Health Officer has wasted a 
good deal of money by raising a cry of plague. The public would have received 
a proof of the Lieutenant-Governor’s impartiality if he had pronounced such 
a worthless and visionary man unfit to be the Health Officer of the Municipality. 


All men agree in saying that the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech has not 
been worthy of him. 


14, Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s Palmer’s Bridge speech, the 

Bangavasi of the 5th December observes that it is 

no business of the people to carry on the municipal | 
administration of towns. It is entirely the concern 

of the rulers. Those who, forgetting their duty and their position, offer gra- 

tuitous service to the Government, and on the occasion of performing this 

service carry on a wordy warfare among themselves, deserve the chastisement 

which they received at the Lieutenant-Governor’s hands. These men should 

not fret and foam and show.temper. It they are really hurt or offended, let 
them resign in a body and go home. | 


In his letter to the Medical Board, Mr. Risley says that the Lieutenant- 
Governor did not mean to hold the Commissioners alone responsible for the 
insanitary condition of the town. His Honour meant to stir up the Municipal 
Commissioners against the danger which stared them in the face. Are the 
Municipal Commissioners broken down hacks, that they must require stirring up 
before they can do any work? 


15. Who is responsible, asks the Sanjivani of the 5th December, referring 

wi ea da to “ey Page siggy ac eng y ee 9 
a ee _— speech, for the insanitary condition of Calcutta? 
a The Commissioners who ews the Calcutta public 
at the cost of their time and convenience, or the Municipal employés, who 
draw fat salaries ? ‘The Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and the Engineer are 
new men, but will not their predecessors, who digested thousands of rupees 
without doing anything for their pay, be held responsible for the accumulation 
of filth in Calcutta ? ‘The Health Officer is chiefly responsible for metropolitan 
insanitation. It is his duty to see with his own eye whether the town is 
properly cleansed or not. But Dr. Simpson never stirs out of home, and says 
that it is not his duty to look after the conservancy of the town. The revela- 
tions made by the Sanitary Commissioners in their report are true to the letter. 
The public and private latrines in Calcutta are hot-beds of disease. But who 
is a for all this? Many owners of houses have repeatedly 
applied to the Municipal authorities for the cleansing of their latrines, but in 
vain. ‘The Calcutta public have also been equally unsuccessful in their attempt 
to draw the attention of the Health Department to the extremely insanitary 
condition of stables and cowsheds. The fact is that the Municipal office is a 
nest of bribe-takers, who can, and who, as a matter of fact, do often ignore 
the existence of even the most filthy spots for a few rupees. The Commis- 
stoners are not, of course, blameless in the matter. ‘hey are personally quite 
indifferent about the conservancy of the town, but they cannot certainly be 
held solely responsible for its imsanitary condition. The insanitary condition 


of Calcutta is entirely due to the remissn :Cl 
| ess of the all- f icipal 
executive, whom there is no one to check or control. ee 
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16, The Miktr-o-Sudhdkar of the 5th December says that the Secretary mumo-svupasmas, 


of the Midnapore Muhammadan Lite Socie Deo. Sih, 1896. 

iy coc gy a ie addressed a lefter to the Chairinaa of h 

Midnapore Municipality, drawing the latter’s atten- 
tion to the fact that in disposing of the appointments of conservancy and cart 
inspectors, the claims of competent Musalman candidates had been overlooked 
in favour ef less competent Hindu candidates, and asking him to remedy the 
injustice, the Chairman in reply imsolently asked the Secretary ‘whether he 
had been authorised by his so-called society to address the Chairman such an 
irrelevent letter.” It is hoped that the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division 
and the Lieutenant-Governor will make an enquiry into the injustice which 
has been done to the Musalman candidates 

17. The Saraswat Patra of the 5th December has the following with  saraswar Paras, 

iis PRC RESTO eneee ar bay * the Lieutenant-Governor’s Palmer’s Dec. 5th, 1896. 
6 ‘ leutenant-Lrovernor 8s rl ge speech :— | 

ee The tone of the speech was no doubt harsh, 
but we do not think that it was wholly unwarranted. Most of the Lieutenant. 
Governor’s remarks are at least partly true. The constitution of the Munj- 
cipality, observed His Honour, is unwieldy. There are too many Commis- 
sioners, and the work 1s often “spoilt by the multitude of counsellors or cooks,” 
‘There is at the Municipal meetings too much speech-making for the sake of 
speech, and there is often more speech-making done than solid work. All this 
may not prove palatable to the Municipal Commissioners, but who will say that 
the Lieutenant Governor’s remarks are exaggerated, or have surpassed -the 
bounds of truth ?, Speech-making for the sake of speech is the curse not onl 
of the Bengali Comunissioners, but of the whole Bengali people. The Bengali 
is notorious for speaking by the yard and acting by the inch. 

The Lieutenant-Governor next took the Commissioners to task for the 
extremely filthy conaition of some quarters of the metropolis, for “the horrid 
pigsties” in which they abound. No one can question the truth of Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie’s observation. ‘hat there are plague-spots in the city 
goes without saying. It may be that the Commissioners are not responsible 
for their existence, and that they have not the power to blot them out. But the 
truth remains that these plague-spots exist, and no attempt to remove them 
from the City of Palaces has been up to this time successful. The Lieutenant- 
Governor was quite justified in drawing the attention of the Commissioners 
to the existence of plague-spots. 

In the next place, the Lieutenant-Governor made a slight attempt to defend 
Dr. Simpson’s conduct during the plague scare. ‘l'he pon | fault of the Health 
Officer seems to be that he showed too much Zeal and enthusiasm in taking 
preventive measures against the Bubonic Plague. It may be that no plague 
cases have occurred in Calcutta, and that Dr. Simpson has carried his enthu- 
siasm too far. The Plague is still devastating Bombay—God forbid its entrance 
into Calcutta. Butif it ever does come, your speech-making and protest will be 
of no avail against it. As the Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality, 
Dr. Simpson 1s responsible for the sanitation of the city. It 18 not, therefore, 
quite unjustifiable to defend him without, however, encouraging him in his 
over-zeal. i 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie is the ruler of Bengal. He is morally responsible 
for the health of the millions of people under his charge. The Calcutta Muni- 
cipality, whatever may be the nature of its constitution, is no more than an 
auxiliary to the Government of which Sir Alexander Mackenzie is the head. 
The Municipal Commissioners need not, therefore, take it much to heart if 
he has addressed them a few words of advice. Sir Alexander is an open- 
hearted man. He does not like to mince matters or cover poison pills with 
a coating of sugar. Ina moment of excitement he may have displayed too 
much feeling. But his motive was praiseworthy, and his speech was based on 
truth. He insisted on the plague-spots in Calcutta being removed, and the 
Municipal Commissioners ought to show greater forbearance. Nothing, of 
course, would have been more becoming on the Lieutenant-Governor’s part 
than to have delivered his speech in a more gentle and forbearing spirit. His 
speech was also a little out of place on an occasion when the Municipal 


Commissioners played the host and he was their august guest, His speech 


empoo 
w : - ‘ re Te TOO aa a ee ee 5 timed is es ee niin asia sabia TERS i qk Oe 
‘ BO eles a cia ew 83% LEE) Pes se - “ te a pn ots ie * ad 

™ pclae tak iets Thee rose <p PSS PAREN STOLE ad a Ne RSE AR a \ 

aa = 4 - au _ 7 4 ; \ 

Lt ad an icra: SISSY. bi Ao, SPINS ht thong pe re ee en e ~~ se ” ; 2 ai 
Be AR A ENR AWI OT OREO SU iehtetinsotas ume RTS ge eaten mags od: one PE G* tres 
« " P , - we wee 
icici i > PGi; 
<a - u a pate r a 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Dec. 7th, 1896, 


DaIni«-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKEA, 
Dec. 9th, 1896. 


( 1158 ) 


was not, under the circumstances, a fitting acknowle 


dgment of their hospitality. 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie has come back to Bengal after an absence of more 
than fifteen years, and he has apparently no idea that within this long period 
Bengali temper has undergone a complete change. In these days it will not 


do to advise or counsel. You must now pray and petition. People are in 
these days very much in the habit of criticising and finding fault, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor ought to have been more careful in the selection of his 
words and phrases. 

A few unpalatable words ma in a moment of excitement have offended 
the Commissioners, and the Lieutenant-Governor’s purpose is going to be 
frustrated. But is reconciliation impossible ? Let His Honour soothe the 
wounded feelings of the Commissioners by addressing them a few kind words, 
and let the Commissioners, on their part, take their ruler’s advice in a good 

irit and with forbearance. Let them co-operate with the Lieutenant- 
overnor in improving the sanitary condition of the city. — 

18. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette of the 7th December draws 
Government's attention to the insanitury condition 
of Kaliganj, a Munsifi in the Dacca district. 
Though the place is situated on the bank of the 
Lakshma river, the sources of its water-supply are not at all good, because 
during the greater part of the year the river water remains muddy and covered 
with water-weeds, and there is not a single good tank in the place. The roads 
and houses are full of filth. In the last hot season cholera of a virulent type 
broke out in the place, and the disease has again made its appearance and carried 
away four as five victims. The only means of improving this state of things 
in Kaliganj is the creation of 1 Municipality there. 

19. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 9th December writes as 


A new municipality wanted in 
the Dacea disirict. 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s follows :— 
SS The native rate-payers pay the lion’s share 
unicipality. 


of municipal taxation, but the lion’s share of 
municipal revenue is spent in the European quarter of the city. The rate 
of mortality is 13 per thousand in the Europen quarter and twice as high in 
the native quarter. A comparison of the streets and squares of the European 
quarter with those of the native quarter is a sufficient indication of the 
unequal spending of municipal revenue in these two quarters of the city. 
A reference to municipal books will also show how much of the municipal 
revenue is raised from the native and how much from the European quarter. 
It may no doubt be desirable to make the native quarter of the city as clean 
as the European quarter, but who will pay the money, who will bell the cat ? 
One thing may of course be done. Let the money so long spent in the 
European quarter be spent at least for ten years in the native quarter. First 
place the two quarters on the same sanitary footing, and then spend equally on 
their conservancy. ‘his will be justice and fair play. Dr. Banks says that 
even if he had twenty years and a mint of money at his disposal, he would 
nut undertake to remove the accumulated filth of the city. Let only forty lakhs 
a year of municipal revenue be spent for forty years in the native quarter, 
and you will make it as clean as the European quarter. But will you agree 
to this proposal ? Certainly not. You would have more money spent in the 
kuropean quarter, and you would, at the same time, like tosee the native quarter 
made perfectly clean, But whence will the money come? Do you mean 
to do the native rate-payers to death by imposing on them a crushing burden 
of taxation? Better sell off the houses and lands of the native rate-payers, 
and with the money thus realised, rebuild the native quarter of the city on 
approved sani methods Pull down the houses. Cut new, broad and airy 
streets through the heart of the native quarter. Lay out parks and gardens 
and build large spacious bouses in these streets after one and the same pattern. 
he authorities seem to be bent upon cleansing Calcutta in this heroic way; 
and the best thing for the Medical Board to do under these circumstances is to 
recommend the cleansing of the city on the lines suggested by us. The Hindoo 
Patriot uotes the opinions of Commissions, Lieutenant-Governors and 
Municipal Chairmen to show that the Municipal Commissioners did not deserve 
the castigation which the Lieutenant-Governor administered to them. But is 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie blind ? Has he not read these opinions ? Is he not 
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aware of their existence ? He has certainly read them, and it was with the 
full knowledge of their existence and after mature deliberation that he abused 
the Commissioners and has set, so to speak, a Medical Board upon them. [¢ is 
useless, therefore, to cry, to agitute, to argue. It isimpossibleto convince one of 
his fault when one commits it aT oat Sir Henry Harrison used to 
say that it was a wonder that so much could be done by the Calcutta Munici- 

ality with the small resources at its command. Sir Ashley Eden praised the 
Mun cipal Commissioners, and even Sir Rivers Thompson and his Commission 
had to give them credit for what they had done. There must be something 
serious in the Lieutenant-Governors mind when he, after all this, finds fault 
with the Commissioners, The authorities are bent upon cleansing Calcutta at 
all costs, and cleansed it must be! 


(9 )—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


20. Referring to the new rules providing for increased convenience of 
me | third-class railway passengers, the Bangavasi of the 
Railway rules for third-class 5th December observes that such rules are, or have 

passengers. -_ 

ever been, rarely enforced. Kailway officers, who 
look on even when male passengers take their seats in female compartments, are 
not the proper persons to be entrusted with the task of enforcing these railway 
rules. | 


(h)— General. 


21. <A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 30th November says that 
- malarious fever is raging violently in Mahmud- 
Necessity of medical help for nagar, Nagarpur, and all the villages within fourteen 
= ages in the Mymensingh |. fifteen miles of Nagarpur, in the Tangail sub- 
division of the Mymensingh district. In Mahmud- 
nagar there is hardly a family without some members laid up with the fever ; 
and in many cases whole families are suffering. The local post-office cannot 
meet the demand for quinine. And as other efficacious medicines cannot be 
had, patent medicines have come into great request. Government should see 
its way to send a doctor to these villages, and the allotment of money for the 
Sukhamayi Charitable Dispensary should be increased. 
22. The Sahachar of the 2nd December has the following :— | 
| ; Epidemics invariably appear in the -wake of 
B Charitable dispensaries in famine. Famine has appeared in the country, 
— and epidemics must also appear. It will not do, 
therefore, to take steps only to check famine. Government must also hold itself 
ready to oppose epidemics. The recent Resolution of the Government of 
- Bengal on the charitable dispensaries in Bengal clearly shows that there is no 
adequate arrangement for giving medical aid to sick people in the mufassal. 
The mufsasal people pay taxes to Government, and have a right to demand such 
help from it. 

The area of the Lower Provinces is 151,543 square miles, and its popula- 
tion about 70,665,427. But in the whole province there are altogether only 
427 charitable dispensaries, giving an average of mag | one dispensary to 
165,483 residents and 850 square miles. Most of these dispensaries are main- 
tained by Municipalities and District Boards, and all of them are situated in 
towns, beyond the reach of people living in villages. The village people have, 
therefore, to go absolutely without medical aid, and they, therefore, die by 
thousands every year. During the last year, only 2,47 9,779 sick persons were 
treated in the 427 dispensaries, each dispensary treating, on an average, only 
5,807 patients during the whole year. The Inspector-General of Civil 
Hospitals attributes this low attendance to the existence of large numbers af 
private practitioners and quacks in all parts of the province. But the fact is 
that these dispensaries are poorly attended simply because they are situated :in 

laces which are beyond the reach of the mass of the village population. df 
ai ensary were established for every 90 square miles, a remarkable progress 
would be found to have taken place in the attendance. Another cause of slow 
attendance, put forward by the Inspector-General, is remissness in the discharge 
of their duties by the Assistant Surgeons in charge of the dispensaries. But 
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to blame the Assistant Surgeons, who are the most hard-worked and poorly- 

aid officers in the service of Government, is extremely unjust. The Inspector. 
General is perfectly correct, however, when he finds fault with the equipment 
of the dispensaries. The Lieutenant-Governor, too, has admitted that the 
supply of medicines, surgical instruments, &c., to dispensaries is often defective, 
but he has held out no hope of a better supply. For the supply of this want, 
therefore, the charitable dispensaries must depend entirely upon public muni. 
ficence. But as the famine of this year is sure to bring various diseases in its 
train, the people will be quite helpless if Government does not spend some 


money for giving them medical aid. 


IL[.— LEGISLATIVE. 


sicataie 23.. The Hitavadi of the 4th December writes as follows :— 
Dec. 4th, 1896, | Before the passing of Act XX of 1863, the 
A law about religious endow- gontrol of religious endowments was vested in 
— Government. It is not now proposed to vest Gov- 
ernment with such control. Why should then there be any objection to the 
proposed law about religious endowments? If a law relating to religious 
endowments could once be made, why can it not be made a second time? 
Every impartial man must admit thatsucha law has become absolutely necessary, 
‘tt is contended that religious endowments are the property of particular 
sects, and not of the entire community. But what proof is there that this is so? 
Whether such property belongs to the public or toa particular sect can be 
determined only by an inspection of the founder’s will. We have inspected five 
or six wills, and found nothing there to support the contention that the endow- 
- ments were made for the benefit of some particular sect. The practice which 
has been followed for many generations at maths does not also support such a 
contention, for in none is money spent for the henefit of the members of a 
particular sect alone. But granting that these endowments are the property 
of particular sects and not of the public, a sect is not composed of one but of 
many. Is not Government, therefore, bound to protect the interests of the 
many against the single mohunt? | 
Again, why should not the public have a claim to gifts made by pilgrims? 
- Do those who make such gifts make them with a view that they may be spent 
on good work or that they may be pe for the luxury of one? No one wishes 
that the gift which he makes should be wasted on unworthy objects. Indeed, 
the shastras forbid gifts to the unworthy. 
When religious endowments are on the point of ruin, recourse must be had 
either to laws-devised by Babus or to rulings made by law courts. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Cuanv Mime, 24. The Charu Mihir of the 30th November says that the recent rainfall 
Nov, 80th, 1896. The result of the recent rainfall. in parts of Bombay, Madras, Bengal, Bihar, the 


Central Provinces and the North-Western Provinces 
will do more harm than good to the aman crop. Those who expect the 
prospects to improve on account of the rainfall are greatly mistaken. The 
mischief done by want of rainfall in Kartik will not be remedied by the 
showers which fell in Agrahdyan. Government has, therefore, been ill-advised 
in postponing the work of relief in the belief that the rainfall will improve the 
rospects. If the rain hud continued for a week longer, good might have 

en done to the radi crops, But, as it was, the rainfall hardly imparted 
sufficient moisture to the soil that will yield the radi. At any rate, if any 
ood is done to the radi, it will not compensate the loss that has been done by 

rought to the two preceding crops, If, therefore, Government shows remiss- 
ness in the work of relief, in the false hope that the late rain will avert a 
famine, large numbers of people in some places will suffer severely and die 
of starvation. It may be well for those people who do not care for the lives 
of the natives to present to Government rosy pictures of the condition of the 
country. But if Government treats these pictures as correctly drawn, and 


accordingly allows itself to be remiss in startin ak sailed ts oat to 
time find itself involved in serious trouble. ae 


rainy! 
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25. At the last Sonepur Conference, observes the Bangavdsi of the 5th 
a Por December, Sir William Hudson expressed his belief 
ee ae that landlords would readily come to the assistance 
of their tenants, if any advances made by them to keep their raiyats alive 
in the present emergency were by law given a precedence, similar to that which 
is given to rent over all other encumbrances on their holdings, as otherwise 
no landlord would venture to give advances, because he could never hope to 
recover them, nine-tenths of the holdings being already mortgaged to mahajans. 
But bave not the landlords a duty to do by their tenants? Have not they a 
serious moral obligation to fulfil in their dealings with the distressed raiyats ? 
They fatten on their raiyats’ money, and it is the life-blocd of the poor tenants 
that enables them to roll in luxury. The raiyats pay the landlord special 
taxes on occasions of marrisge, sradh and pujas, And now that the raiyats 
are in distress and are starving, does it not behove the landlords to rise from 
their couch of luxury and come to their rescue? A foreign Government 
cannot be expected to fully understand the grievances of the raiyats, and it 
is the landlords who should act as the interpreters between the rulers and the 
ruled. But how many landlords fulfil this sacred obligation ? 
26. Correspondents of the same paper complain of widespread scarcity 
_ in Bengal. Acute water-scarcity prevails in 
Pete and water-scarcity 12 Battoli, in the Kushtia subdivision of the Nadia 
ee district. Food-scarcity prevails in Raghunathpur 
in the Manbhum district. Rice is selling there at ei ht or nine seers per rupee. 
Many are starving. The aman paddy crop has been destroyed in Hatserpur in 
the Bogra district. Rice is selling at eleven or twelve seers per rupee. any 
are not getting two meals. Distress prevails in Mathurapur in the Dinajpur 
district. Many are starving. Famine has broken out in the Kaliganj and 
Asasuni thanas, in the Khulna district. Great distress also prevails in Magura, 
where looting of corn has become a frequent occurrence. Acute scarcity 
prevails in several villages in the Nadia district. In Manpur-and Chunbucha 
rice is selling at six or seven seers per rupee. In Amla many are living on 
boiled pulses. Water scarcity too prevails. The aman a has been destroyed 
in Singheswar in the Magura subdivision of the Jessore district. Coarse rice 
is selling at kanchi eight seers per rupee. Many are mpi starving from 
time to sime. There is not a sufficient quantity of rice is stock in Chamtia in 
the Rajshahi district. Scarcity prevails. Rice is selling at kanché eight seers 
per rupee. Many are living on arum and wild plants. Acute scarcity prevails 
in Vaishnavnagar in the Malda district. The pinch is being most keenly felt 
by the labourers. 
27. The Sanji: ani’s famine correspondent complains of widespread famine 
| and scarcity in Bengal. Acute scarcity prevails 
7 eee in Natudaha Mahajanpur, in the Nadia district. 
Poor people are virtually living on wild arum growing in filthy spots. Many 
respectable middle-class families are living on one meal a day. Starvation is 
not rare. The prospects of the crops are hopeless. Scarcity prevails in Tala, 
in the Khulna district. A few weeks ago the Commissioner paid a visit to 
this place, A crowd of about ten thousand half-starved people came to lay 
their grievances before him. They cried for food in his presence, and so great 
was the rush that the police had to make a free use of their batons in keeping 
the excited crowd in check. The raiyats got some money in exchange for 
their jute, and that is still serving them. But that money will be soon mepecine 
and then will the pinch be very keenly felt. Relief works have been opene 
in the Kaliganj and Asasunithanas. But the wage of two annas and-a-half 
r day is too small to be of material use to a labourer who’ has to support a 
amily. No relief, however, has so far been granted to the people of Tala. 
The state of,. things is no better in Bhattapratap in the same district. The 
number of beggars has enormously increased. Many are, committing suicide, 
not being able to bear the sight of hungry children crying about for food. 
The people of Bagdia, Ajodhya, Sonakhali, Rajhat, Chitrarkul, and Chintarkhal 
are living on boiled roots and plants. Rice is selling at seven seers per rupee. 
The poor raiyats have already sold off their cattle and domestic utensils and 
have now no property left. Great distress prevails in Bhattabari, in the 


Mymensingh district. Paddy is selling at fifteen seers per rupee and rice at 
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Rs. 5-4 to Rs. 5-8 per maund. Many are living on one meal a day, and people 
are selling off their cattle and utensils. ogeag | prevails in Bogra, A few 
days ago one Mana Sarkar of Mahishbathan, in the Dupchanchia thana, attempt- 
ed suicide, not being able to bear the distress of his fanfily. He has been sent 
to jail for a month. : 
28. A correspondent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 6th December com- 
_ plains that scarcity prevails in Jangipara, Krish- 
Scarcity in certain villages 19 nagar and many other villages within the Haripal 
—— thana, in the Hooghly district. There has been no 
rain for the last four months. The crops are all but destroyed. Water-scarcity 
prevails, The number of beggars and hungry me is swelling. The corn- 
market has abnormally risen, and is still rising. ‘The outlook is indeed very 
gloomy. 
Correspondents of the same paper write that there has been only a 10- 
anna aman crop in the Pursura outpost of the Jahanabad thana, in the Hooghly 


district. This crop will not be sufficient for the support of the people of the 


outpost, and they will certainly feel the pinch of scarcity if corn is not imported 
from other parts of the country. But there being scarcity in and about 
Tarkeswar, all the available corn in the locality is being taken to that quarter. 
The District Magistrate of Hooghly should take steps to secure importation of 
corn to Pursura. 


29. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 7th December is astonished to find that 
in the face of the terrible distress in the Hajipur 
subdivision, in the Muzaffarpur district, the District 
Magistrate has declared the subdivision to be one among the places in Bihar 
which are well off and not threatened with scarcity. 


30. <A Jubbalpore correspondent, writing in the Hitaish: of the 8th Decem- 
ae ber, says that egg he visited many places in the 
Famine in the Central Pro- (Central Provinces. He will never forget the sight 
vinces. ° . 
he saw in some villages. The correspondent 
actually saw people selling their children. The whole country seemed popula- 
ted by skeletons Those who are yet strong in body have become fierce and 
have almost turned mad. The strong are snatching away food from the weak. 


Distress in Hajipur, in Bihar. 


Large numbers of weak and emaciated men and women are going about beg- 


ging almost naked. Dogs and jackals may be seen in many places feeding 
on dead bodies on the roadside. The correspondent saw fathers beating their 
children to death for crying in hunger. 

The editor observes that the above report tallies in many points with the 
account of the distress given some time ago by a missionary gentleman from 
Bina, in the Central Provinces. In the face of such accounts, it is difficult to 
rely on the Government’s assurance that the distress is not severe. Child- 
selling, starvation, madness and nakedness—these are certainly horrible things ! 
Will the Chief Commissioner yet remain indifferent to the sufferings of the 


people? 
V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


31. The Hitavadi of the 4th December writes :— 
: On Sunday, the 29th November last, we started 
nding Ba i hy Meherpur on for Meherpur and reached the Chuadanga station 
| j long after midday. Several respectable men were 
there to receive us. We made for the banks of the Churni, which flows’ hard 
by. The sight we saw there was one which we shall not probably be able to 
forget as long as we shall live. We found there crowds of simple, illiterate 
rustics standing with joined hands. The stories of wrongs and oppressions which 
they related in their artless and imperfect language and in earnest tones, would 
be enough to melt even the hardest heart. 

We could not restrain our tears as we heard grey-haired men: say how 
they had been oppressed and sent to prison. It bit require no aku 
obtuseness to believe that those aged and harmless invalids could engage 1D 
afirays with the planters, and yet these aged and infirm bemgs had been 


sentenced to imprisonment on charges of affray. Such is justice in this 
country ! 
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Most of these rustics had come to meet us from great distances, They said 
that every raiyat in that part of the country was similarly oppressed, but many 
had not ventured to come out, in order to meet us, from a fear of the planters. 
Those alone who had already been grievously oppressed, and had no longer 
anything to hope for or fear on this earth, and to whom home and prison were 
now all the same, had come in spite of the planters. 

32. <A correspondent of the Mithir-o-Sudddkar of the 5th December, writing 

Objectionable theatrical per. from Kalitara in the Noakhali district, - that on 
formances under magisterial aus. the morning of the 14th October last, Mr. Agasti, 
pices in Noakhali. Magistrate of the district, held a meeting in the 
new theatre house erected in Noakhali town, and had theatrical performances 
given there on the two following nights. The Musalman residents did not 
witness the performances as they had very serious objection in the matter. 

The Editor does not consider it praiseworthy conduct on the part of 
Mr. Agasti to refuse to listen to the objection of the Musalmans to the per- 
formance of the Bengali drama of Durges Nandini, which contains matter 
calculated to wound Musalman feeling. He should, at least, have granted the 
Musalmans’ prayer to cause those portions of the play to be omitted which 
contained offensive matter for the Musalmans. To witness theatrical - 
formances, or to contribute towards the cost of getting them up, is prohibited in 
the Muhammadan religion. But the Musalmans of Noakhali were made to 
contribute their quota towards the cost of the building and of the performances 
given under Mr. Agasti’s auspices. 


Urtiya Papers. 


33. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 18th November asks whether, 
in the crisis at which India has arrived, it is not 
expedient to interfere with the principle of free 
trade, and whether that is not the practice in times 
of famine in cther civilized countries. The writer thinks that if in view of 
preventing distress free trade had been stopped beforehand, the country would 
not have been so suddenly overtaken by a famine, nor would there have arisen 
the necessity of importing grains from distant and foreign lands. The Indian 
produce of a single year is enough to tide the poops through a failure of crops 
even for a succession of two to four years. It is said that a ship laden with 
wheat from California is expected to reach India soon. This is a novel feature 
in the annals of India, and will be ever remembered. “It is sad to think that 
the inexhaustible grain stores of India should have been so depleted as to 
make its inhabitants depend upon food imported from foreign countries. 
34. The Utkal Dipika of the 21st November extols the action of the 
Collector of Cuttack, Mr. Growse, in having started 
Inspection of Raa by the Col- ona tour of inspection into the interior of the 
ne district, with a view to see the state of those crops 
which do not enjoy the benefit of irrigation from canals. 


35. The same paper writes that on the last kist day out of the Govern- 
, | ment revenue, which ordinarily amounts to som® 
Deficient revenue collection. thing more than 4 lakhs, about only 2 lakhs was 
realised. The arrears remaining unpaid pertain to the flooded tracts of the 
Cuttack district. The zamindars of these parts had petitioned the Collector for 
a postponement of the payment, but to no effect, and the consequence is that the 
poor raiyats who had no food to eat have been further distressed by the demands 
of the zamindars, and have been obliged in some cases to pay their rents out of 
the takavi advances received by them. 
86. The same paper regrets to learn that owing to the raiyats of Mulbas- 
: ant in pargana Jaipur in Cuttack being required to 
Takavi loans not availed of. come to the head-quarters station to receive takavi 
loans amounting in individual cases from Rs. 4 to 8, many have not thought it 
worth their while to accept the loan, as the expense incurred in coming to Cuttack 
would make it no advantage to take the loan at a moderate interest. The 
writer, therefore, recommends that some responsible officer of Government 
should be deputed to distribute the loaas locally, as 1s said to have been done 


in the Puri district through the agency of chakla kanungos. 


Tmportation of food-grains into 
India from foreign countries. 
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87. The same paper rejoices to see the interest shown by the Bengal 
Government in issuing the recent circular making 

Government’senquiry about food- enquiries regarding the stocks of food-grains in 
ROERS, Se. the country, and remarks that information gathered 
on the lines indicated will be sufficient for the purpose of devising effectual 
means for the relief of distress. 


88. The Samvad Vahika of the 19th November learns that a necessity 
having arisen for importing wheat from California 
into Australia, it is not possible for California 
to export any to India. ‘The wheat harvest in Europe being also said not to 


be abundant, the writer thinks that fearful sufferings are in store for the people 
of India. ) 


89, The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 18th November writes that, although 
| Sonpur, in the district of Sambalpur, is a place 
Postal communication with Son- with which considerable trade is carried on by the 
— mahajans of Orissa, still owing to the postal 
arrangements which obtain at present, and under which the mail, instead of 
running direct to Sonpur, takes a circuitous route through Angul and Sambal- 
ur, very great delay is caused in the receipt of letters and money-orders at 
Boutier. The writer thinks that these inconveniences can be easily removed if 
the Sonpur mail is carried through the Boad Post Office, and as the latter is 
only about 24 miles from Sonpur, the object can be secured by the appointment 
of a few extra runners. 


40. The same paper writes that, following the example of the British 
Government, the Gurjat Chiefs have addressed 
themselves to the task of reserving their already 
thickly-wooded forests, and the result is that those 
forests harbour destructive wild beasts to the detriment of the human 
residents. The preservation of thick forests on the sides of public roads and near 
villages should be prohibited. 


41. The Utkal Dipika of the 28th November doubts whether the price of 
: _ common rice, as given for the week ending 16th 
_ Published prices of food-grains November, is correct, because it appears to be 
incorrect | 
lower than what was actually current. The officers 
who are responsible for supplying the prices of food-grains ought to be very 
careful in obtaining their information in times of scarcity like the present, for 
the organization of relief measures will greatly depend upon their reports. 


42. The same paper has heard that two poor men have recently died 

from starvation, one in Gurh Tinigram in Alamgiri, 
and another in mauza Rahalo, pargana Jaipur. 
The writer hopes that enquiries will be instituted to ascertain the truth of 
this report, so that if the information is found to be correct, steps may be 


taken to afford relief to paupers and other helpless people who are the first to 
fall victims to starvation in times oi scarcity. 


43, The same paper says that from personal observations made in the 
course of a tour through the interior, it appears 
that not more than a 6-anna crop can be reaped 
on the average. ‘Ihe condition of the fields in 
certain places was simply agonising to look at. Many large reservoirs appeared 
to have been emptied in supplying water to the fields and preserving the 
crops, but the result of this in the near future will be disastrous, for there are 
no other tanks or sources of water-supply. Where facility for watering did 
not exist, the crops are hopelessly gone and the fields have become grazing 
yards for cattle. It is beyond the shadow of a doubt that after the lapse of 
a couple of months or so there will be severe scarcity of water. 


44, The Samvad Vahika of the 26th November notes that the condition 


of the division as regards crops appears to be 
unsatisfactoty everywhere, and especially in the 
a flood-stricken tracts. It is said that in some cases 
people are now living upon plantain piths. The writer is unable to think of 
the extent of distress which will be occasioned for want of food and water 


Prospects of relief gloomy. 


Preservation of forests, a source 
of danger. 


Death from starvation. 


The state of the crops in the 
Balasore district. | 


The present and probable future 
condition of the people. 
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during the hot season when people have already begun to get a foretaste 
of it. 


45. The same paper observes that people having run their tanks and  saxvapvamma, 


— water channels dry by lifting water for preserving Nov. 26th, 1896. 
——— a paddy, there is no more water fas tetleatian 
the radi, and it is not therefore possible to save even the seed which has been 


sown. The price of vegetables and pulses, not to speak of rice, has gone up 

so high that people who depend for their supplies upon the market are ina 
miserable plight. The reaping of such paddy as has been saved from total 
destruction now affords some work to labourers, but there can be no doubt 

that these men will at no very distant time, when the reaping season will 

have been over, be subjected to great distress. Scarcity of water has been 
experienced at various places, for even in villages where 50 or 70 tanks existed 

there is now hardly to be met with two or three containing any water. If 


a copious shower does not soon replenish these exhausted reservoirs, a 
water-famine will be inevitable. 


Sy EN RRA eS RE Se te 


AssaM PAPERS. 


46. The Paridarshak-o-Srihatiavasi for the 1st fortnight of Agrahayan  pypiparenax-o- 
says that Assam expects to make great progress S™#arravast, 
under its new ruler, if Mr. Cotton does not leave fy the frst fort. | 
behind him in Bengal those liberal principles of oe 
which he gave ample proof in his book, New India. Assam possesses no politi- 

cal activity and no influential newspapers or public associations to press the 

wants of the people upon the notice of the authorities. If Mr. Cotton con- 

descends, of his own motion, to enquire into the condition of the province, he 

will find that almost every department of the administration stands in need of 

reform. It is hoped that when he has settled himself in his new office, and has 

had an opportunity of listening to the representations of the people regarding 

their wants and grievances, he will not send them away sad and disappointed. 


47. The same paper says that while in Bengal District Officers have  p,pipsnewax.c- 
been instructed to collect information as to the Srimartavast. 

ae of the crops in Sylhet Quantity of food-stock and the probable outturn 

of the standing crops in each district, in Assam no 
steps appear to have been taken up to the present for collecting similar informa- 
tion. ‘The writer cannot speak about the other districts of Assam, but in 
Sylhet the condition of the crops is deplorable, and not more than a 6-anna 
outturn can be expected. Balam rice, which sold in Sylhet at Rs. 4-8 to Rs. 5 
per maund, is now selling at Rs. 7 to Rs. 7-8 per maund. Even new rice sold 
some time ago at a higher price than Rs. 5 per maund. If prices are ruling 
so high in November, it is terrible to think how matters will stand a few 
months hence. Mr. Cotton should lose no time in causing an enquiry to be 
made as to whether the food-stock already in the district, together with the 
6-anna harvest that is expected, will, after making allowance for seed-grains, 
be sufficient to feed the people till the next year’s rice crop is harvested. And 
if he finds that there is just enough for seed-grains and for feeding purposes, 
he should at once stop all export of rice from the district. It cannot be sup- 
posed that the authorities are yet quite ignorant of the serious outlook, and it 
is hoped that Mr. O’Brien, the worthy Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, will 
take time by the forelock and avert a famine in his district. 


48, Thesame paper thus reviews Sir W. Ward’sadministration of Assam:— —pynmansuax-o- 
Sir W. Ward’s term of officeas the ruler of Assam = Saumatravasi. 

is at an end, and though he wielded the destinies of 

Sir W. Ward’s administration of | ypiJlions of men and women for five years, he is now 
— returning to his country a veritable beggar, poor in 
that fair fame which falls to the lot of only those rulers who do their best to 
please their subjects. Heis going away pitied by his subjects. Astheruler of a 
province, he possessed almost unlimited power. But he did not exercise 
it for the benefit of the people placed under his charge. The most important 
legislative measures passed during his rule were a new revenue law and the 
Jhum Regulations. The former has curtailed the powers of the civil courts, 
and given boundless powers to the executive in revenue matters. Widespread 


Assam’s expectations under its 
new ruler. 
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oppressions are being committed under this law. By the resettlement of 
Assam and Jaintia, revenue has been enormously increased, and everybod 

must be aware of the fatal tragedies which took place in connection with the 
settlement operations. Following the example of Sir Charles Elliott in Bengal, 
Sir W. Ward abolished the jury systemin Assam. Under Sir W. Ward Eurasians 
were largely employed inthe Assam Secretariat. He did not listen to the 


demand for a larger employment of pleaders as Extra Assistant Commissioners, 
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